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Check out what participants at 

the November 19, 2014 

Boxborough Master Plan 

Kickoff Forum had to say about 

the future of their town. 



Were you there? 
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75 people 

place a dot on 

this map near 

their home 



 

29 out of 64 

respondents 

work in town 



 



 
Steele Farm, 

Flerra Meadows, 

and Sargent 

Memorial 

Library were the 

top 3 responses.  



What year did you move here? 

8 moved 

here 

between 

1953-1979 

9 moved 

here in the 

1980s  

14 moved 

here in the 

1990s 

16 moved 

here 

between 

2000-2009 

8 moved 

here 

between 

2012-2014 

Good   





 



 





 



 



 

Train: 6 Car: 45 Walking: 33 Bicycle: 11 



 

13 respondents identified the 

desire for a shuttle to the train. 



 



 



 

“I would like to see reasonably sized houses affordable to 

young families. Single or duplex.” Also: “No more commercial 

buildings until we’ve proven we need them. If we have empty 

storefronts, we shouldn’t be building more. It’s sad to drive 

through town and see the “for rent” and “for lease” signs.”  
 

– Nancy C. Brown, 51 year Boxborough resident and retired nurse who moved here because it 

was affordable and has lived in the same house ever since! 



 

Vanessa Brown has been a  Boxborough resident for a 

little over 4 years.. She and her family were attracted 

by the phenomenal school system , and the area itself – 

places to run around! She likes getting involved and is 

a new Girl Scouts troupe leader. She  hopes for more 

amenities in Boxborough and feels that the town relies 

too much on neighboring towns. 



“I hope we can continue 

to have a balanced 

community, remain vital, 

and provide homes for a 

wide variety of people.” 
 

- Al Murphy, Attorney and 

Boxborough Housing Board Chair; 

Boxborough resident since 1984 Photo by James K. Lindley 



Stefano Caprara 

moved here about a 

year ago. His in-laws 

live nearby. The 

sense of community 

in Boxborough has 

been a nice 

surprise. He values 

preservation but 

also believes the 

town should keep an 

eye on development 

opportunities for its 

long-term health as 

a community. 



What we heard:  

The Boxborough community… 

• Cherishes its ecological, agricultural, historic, and 

scenic resources. 

• Desires preservation of its meadows, agricultural 

lands, and other open spaces that contribute to the 

community’s rural character. 

• Endeavors to provide a balanced mix of housing, 

businesses, and services that will enhance the local 

quality of life and provide an affordable cost of 

living for current and prospective residents at all 

income levels. 



What we heard:  

The Boxborough community… 

• Wants new development and redevelopment of 

existing structures to be physically designed to blend 

with the town’s small town landscape.  

• Desires to focus economic development in existing 

commercial areas and ensure adequate water and 

sewer infrastructure to support existing and new 

development in these areas. 

• Wants to leverage its existing agricultural assets for 

economic development. 



What we heard:  

The Boxborough community… 

• Sees itself as part of a regional economy with 

goods, services, employment, and gathering places 

nearby – sometimes in town, and sometimes in 

neighboring towns.  

• Is conscientious of its energy consumption and 

seeks to constantly reduce its carbon footprint through 

improvements in energy efficiency, high standards for 

building practices, and reductions in its communitywide 

energy usage. 



What we heard:  

The Boxborough community… 

• Prizes its regional school system and high quality 

municipal services. 

• Is knit together with a strong local identity, which is 

strengthened by events and places that enhance 

community pride. 



The Boxborough Vision 
(per the December 9, 2014 MPUC meeting) 

A Rural, Engaged Community for All 

  
Boxborough shall maintain its traditional values of rural 

open space, a first-rate educational system, agricultural 

and conservation lands, and historical roots, while fostering 

a balanced economic environment and enhancing a close-

knit sense of community for all generations. 

 


